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Ashley Crill — 13 Aug 2003, 04:07
VGhlcmVzIGEgdGhlb3J5IEkndmUgYmVlbiB3b3JraW5nIG9uIHRoYXQgSSB0aG91Z2h0IEknZCBz
aGFyZSB3aXRoIHRoZSBsaXN0LiBUbyBzZXQgdGhlIHN0YWdlIGZvciBpdCwgSSdsbCBnaXZlIGEg
cXVvdGUgYnkgU2lkZXJvIGluIHRoZSBVcnRoIG9mIHRoZSBOZXcgU3VuOiAiV2Ugc2FpbCBpbiBh b
mQgb3V0IG9mIFRpbWUsIHRoZW4gYmFjayBhZ2Fpbi4gVGhlcmUgaXMgb25seSBvbmUgc2hpcCw
g dGhlIGNhcHRhaW4gc2F5cy4gQWxsIHRoZSBzaGlwcyB3ZSBoYWlsIGJldHdlZW4gdGhlIGdhbGF4YW5kIHRoZSBmYWN0IHRoYXQgb25lIGNvdWxkIGJlIGxvc3QgaW4gaXQgZm9yZXZlci4gU2hlIGFs
c28gbm90ZXMgdGhhdCB0aGUgY3JldyBoYXMgbm8gaWRlYSB3aGF0IHRoZSBjYXJnbyBjb25zaXN0
cyBvZiwgc2luY2UgdGhleSBhcmUgc2VwYXJhdGVkIGZyb20gaXQuIE9uIHBhZ2UgMTAzLCBTZXZl
cmlhbiBtYWtlcyBhIGNvbXBhcmlzb24gYmV0d2VlbiB0aGUgdXBwZXJtb3N0IHNhaWwgb24gaGlz
IGRlY2sgYW5kIHRoZSBjdXJ0YWluIHdhbGwgdGhhdCBzdXJyb3VuZHMgTmVzc3VzLiBIZSBpcyBs
aWtlbHkgYmVpbmcgcG9ldGljLCBidXQgdGhlIGZhY3QgdGhhdCBoZSBjb21wYXJlcyB0aGUgc2Fp b
CB0byB0aGUgd2FsbCBhcyBhIGNvbnRpbmVudCBpcyBjb21wYXJlZCB0byBhIHNoZWVwZm9sZCB
n
aXZlcyB1cyBhbiBpbmRpY2F0aW9uIG9mIHRoZSBodWdlIHNpemUgb2YgdGhlIHNhaWxzLiBGcm9t
IHRoZXNlIHJlZmVyZW5jZXMgd2UgY2FuIGNvbmx1ZGUgdGhhdCB0aGUgc2hpcCBpcyBlYXNpbHk
g bGFyZ2UgZW5vdWdoIHRvIGNvbnRhaW4gYW4gYXJ0aWZpY2lhbCB3b3JsZCBzdWNoIGFzIHRoZ
SBX aG9ybC4NCiANClNlY29uZCwgaXQgY29udGFpbnMgQ2hlbXMgdmVyeSBzaW1pbGFyIGluIGN
vbnN0 cnVjdGlvbiBhbmQgcm9sZSB0byB0aG9zZSBmb3VuZCBpbiB0aGUgV2hvcmwuIEpvbmFzI
GhpbXNl bGYgc2VlbXMgdG8gYmUgYSBjaGVtLCBhbmQgaXMgYSBzYWlsb3IgYXMgd2VsbC4gSm9
uYXMgZG9l
cyBub3Qgc2VlbSB0byBiZSBoaXMgb3JpZ2luYWwgbmFtZSwgYnV0IHRoZSBuYW1lIG9mIHRoZSBz
YWlsb3Igd2hvcyBib2R5IGhlIG1hZGUgdXNlIG9mLCBtdWNoIGFzIGhlIHRvb2sgb24gdGhlIG5h bWU
gTWlsZXMgYXQgYSBsYXRlciBwb2ludC4gelRoZSBzYWlsb3IgUHVybnMgbm90ZXMgb24gcGFn ZS
AyNyB0aGF0IHdoZW4gdGhlIHNoaXAgZG9ja3MgYXQgcG9ydHMgc3VjaCBhcyBMdW5lLCB0ZW5k
ZXJzIGFuZCBsYXVuY2hlcyBjb252ZXkgcGVvcGxlIGZyb20gdGhlIHNoaXAgdG8gdGhlIHBsYW5l
dC4gSXQgY291bGQgYmUgb25lIG9mIHRoZXNlIGxhdW5jaGVzIHRoYXQgY3Jhc2hlZCB3aXRoIEpv
bmFzIG9uIGJvYXJkLiBUaGUgYmlnZ2VzdCBleGFtcGxlIGluIFVvdE5TIGlzIHRoZSBwZXJzb24g
b2YgU2lkZXJvcy4gT24gcGFnZSAzMywgdGhlIEhpZXJvZHVsZSBPc3NpcGFnbyBub3RlcyB0aGF0
IHRoZSBuYW1lICdTaWRlcm9zJyBtZWFucyAnaXJvbicsIHdoaWNoIGZ1bGZpbGxzIHRoZSBuZWVk
IGZvciBhIG1pbmVyYWwgbmFtZS4gT3NzaXBhZ28gaGltc2VsZiBpcyBhIG1hY2hpbmUsIGFzIFNl d



mVyaWFuIGd1ZXNzZXMuIFdoZW4gU2V2ZXJpYW4gZW5jb3VudGVycyB0aGUgd291bmRlZCBTa
WRl c2hp
cHMgd291bGQgaGF2ZSB0byBiZSBvbmUgYW5kIHRoZSBzYW1lLiANCiANClRoZSBsYXN0IHBv
aW50IGlzIGEgcmVtYXJrIHRoYXQgU2V2ZXJpYW4gbWFrZXMgY29uY2VybmluZyBvbmUgb2YgdGhl
IHJvb21zIGltbWVkaWF0ZWx5IGJlbG93IHRoYXQgZGVjayBvZiB0aGUgc2hpcCgxNCkuIEhlIG5v
dGVzIHRoYXQgcm9vbSAnd291bGQgaGF2ZSBoZWxkIG91ciBNYXRhY2hpbiBUb3dlcicuIFRoZSB0
b3dlcnMgb2YgdGhlIENpdGFkZWwgaW4gTmVzc3VzIHNlZW0gdmVyeSBzaW1pbGFyIHRvIHdoYX
Qg d2Uga25vdyBhYm91dCB0aGUgbGF1bmNoZXMgdWVkIHRvIGxlYXZlIHRoZSBXaG9ybC4gVGh
pcyBy
b29tIGNvdWxkIHZlcnkgd2VsbCBoYXZlIGJlZW4gaW50ZW5kZWQgdG8gaG9sZCBhIExhdW5jaGVy
Lg0KIA0KVGhlIGNyZXcgb2YgU2V2ZXJpYW4ncyBzaGlwIGhhZCBubyBjb250YWN0IHdpdGggdGhl I
GNhcmdvLCBhY2NvcmRpbmcgdG8gR3VubmllLCBhbmQgdGhlIGNhcmdvIGJheSBjb3VsZCBlYXNp
bHkgaGF2ZSBiZWVuIGxhcmdlIGVub3VnaCB0byBob2xkIHRoZSBXaG9ybC4gVGhlIHBvd2VyIHN5
c3RlbXMsIGdvdmVybm1lbnQsIGFuZCBzbyBmb3J0aCBjb3VsZCBoYXZlIHJ1biBvbiB0d28gY29t cGx
ldGVseSBzZXBhcmF0ZSBzeXN0ZW1zOyBvbmUgZm9yIHRoZSBDYXJnbyBhbmQgb25lIGZvciB0
aGUgRGVjay4gSSBzZWUgbm90aGluZyB0aGF0IHdvdWxkIHByZXZlbnQgdGhlIFdob3JsIGZyb20g
ZXhpc3Rpbmcgd2l0aGluIHRoZSBzaGlwLiBJdHMgZXZlbiBwb3NzaWJsZSB0aGF0IGl0IG5vIGxv
bmdlciBjYXJyaWVzIGh1bWFuIGNhcmdvIGluIFNldmVyaWFuJ3MgZGF5Lg0KIA0KLUFzaA0K

James Wynn — 13 Aug 2003, 15:04 · follows Ashley Crill
Ash quoted:
"There is only one ship, the captain says. All the ships we hail between the galaxies or the suns
are this ship."

Crush responds:
Nice attempt. The bit about "only one ship" is a good arguement, but IMO there is at least an
equally compelling arguement against it: The Whorl is breaking down.

Silk mentions the breaking shiprock that was supposed to last until the end of the Whorl. Well
the Whorl was in orbit around Blue and Green for some 30 years before the colonists started to
leave, and since the shiprock is deteriorating, and since the Whorl stayed in orbit for another
30? years after the colonists began to depart, it suggests that the Whorl was intended for a one
way trip.

Also, the Whorl was built by Typhon. Could Severian's ship have been?

Your theory does, however, make me wonder about what the Whorl technicians thought what
was to ultimately to become of them.

Ash says:
...it contains Chems very similar in construction and role to those found in the Whorl. Jonas
himself seems to be a chem, and is a sailor as well. Jonas does not seem to be his original
name, but the name of the sailor whos body he made use of, much as he took on the name



Miles at a later point.

Crush responds:
Well, Jonas is a different kind of chem than Marble. All the chems are very heavy (Sand is
"five-hundred weight" and Marble is too heavy for Silk to lift) but when Severian picked up Jonas
he was surprised to discover how light he was. While the story reiterates two or three times how
light Hyacinth is and I think there's something to *that*, it is clear that Jonas is a different kind
of chem from the standard chems of the Whorl. Mind, I believe Jonas' light weight does work
into the Long Sun plot.

Nevertheless, IIRC it was Miles who was the human body that Jonas took on -- a
whole-body-prosthesis for a robot, just as the Ayuntamiento took chems as whole-body
prosthesises. Jonas was all artificial, and Jonas is not a mineral (I don't think).

Ash argues:
...the name 'Sideros' means 'iron', which fulfills the need for a mineral name. Ossipago himself
is a machine...Sideros notes that beings like himself were originally created as protective suits
against the vacuum of space, but later took on specific roles within the ship...Severian sees
'several beings of polished metal', and Sideros is one of those. If Chems were created on board
the ship as Sideros claims, then for them to be present on the Starcrosser the two ships would
have to be one and the same.

Crush responds:
Once again, while Sideros uses the same naming convention as the Whorl, his origin is more like
that of a talos than a chem. And I don't think there is any mention of names.

Kypis notes that she was familiar with "robots" on Urth; further evidence that the origin of the
chems is Urth-born not shipborn.

Finally, Ossipago and her comrades are not named after minerals, but after gods.

The only way I can think to salvage this theory is to say that Severian's ship was *first* the
Whorl, retrofitted over time to eventually become Severian's ship. In that case, the time-line
problems disappear and all the problems in technology can be explained by the passage of
time. This is a less elegant solution than you were looking for since it doesn't explain "the
cargo". But IMO it resolves some nasty snarls.

-- Crush

Ashley Crill — 13 Aug 2003, 22:46 · follows James Wynn IHd
oaWNoIFNldmVyaWFuIHNhaWxlZCB0byBZZXNvZC4gVGhlcmUgYXJlIHNldmVyYWwgcGFzc2Fn Z
XMgaW4gVXJ0aCBvZiB0aGUgTmV3IFN1biB0aGF0IHNlZW0gdG8gZ2l2ZSBjcmVkZW5jZSB0byB0
aGlzIHRoZW9yeSB0aGF0IEknZCBsaWtlIHRvIGRpc2N1c3MuDQogDQooYWxsIHRoZSBmb2xsb3dp
bmcgdW5zcGVjaWZpZWQgcGFnZSByZWZlcmVuY2VzIGFyZSBmcm9tIFVydGgpDQpGaXJzdCBpc



yB0
aGUgc2l6ZSBvZiB0aGUgc2hpcC4gR3VubmllIG5vdGVzIG9uIHBhZ2UgMTkgdGhhdCB0aGUgc2hp
cCBoYXMgc2V2ZW4gc2lkZXMuIFRoaXMgd291bGQgd29yayB3ZWxsIHdpdGggdGhlIGlkZWEgdGh
h dCB0aGUgaW50ZXJpb3IgY2FyZ28gYmF5IGlzIGEgZ2lhbnQgY3lsaW5kZXIgd2hpY2ggY291bGQg
aG91c2UgdGhlIGxvbmcgc3VuLiBTaGUgYWxzbyBtYWtlcyBzZXZlcmFsIGNvbW1lbnRzIGFib3V0
IHRoZSB2YXN0IHNpemUgb2YgdGhlIHNoaXAsIGFuZCB0aGUgZmFjdCB0aGF0IG9uZSBjb3VsZCBi
ZSBsb3N0IGluIGl0IGZvcmV2ZXIuIFNoZSBhbHNvIG5vdGVzIHRoYXQgdGhlIGNyZXcgaGFzIG5v
IGlkZWEgd2hhdCB0aGUgY2FyZ28gY29uc2lzdHMgb2YsIHNpbmNlIHRoZXkgYXJlIHNlcGFyYXRl
ZCBmcm9tIGl0LiBPbiBwYWdlIDEwMywgU2V2ZXJpYW4gbWFrZXMgYSBjb21wYXJpc29uIGJldHdl
ZW4gdGhlIHVwcGVybW9zdCBzYWlsIG9uIGhpcyBkZWNrIGFuZCB0aGUgY3VydGFpbiB3YWxsIHRo
YXQgc3Vycm91bmRzIE5lc3N1cy4gSGUgaXMgbGlrZWx5IGJlaW5nIHBvZXRpYywgYnV0IHRoZSB
m YWN0IHRoYXQgaGUgY29tcGFyZXMgdGhlIHNhaWwgdG8gdGhlIHdhbGwgYXMgYSBjb250aW5l
bnQg aXMgY29tcGFyZWQgdG8gYSBzaGVlcGZvbGQgZ2l2ZXMgdXMgYW4gaW5kaWNhdGlvbiBv
ZiB0aGUg
aHVnZSBzaXplIG9mIHRoZSBzYWlscy4gRnJvbSB0aGVzZSByZWZlcmVuY2VzIHdlIGNhbiBjb25s
dWRlIHRoYXQgdGhlIHNoaXAgaXMgZWFzaWx5IGxhcmdlIGVub3VnaCB0byBjb250YWluIGFuIGFy
dGlmaWNpYWwgd29ybGQgc3VjaCBhcyB0aGUgV2hvcmwuDQogDQpTZWNvbmQsIGl0IGNvbnRh
aW5z
IENoZW1zIHZlcnkgc2ltaWxhciBpbiBjb25zdHJ1Y3Rpb24gYW5kIHJvbGUgdG8gdGhvc2UgZm91
bmQgaW4gdGhlIFdob3JsLiBKb25hcyBoaW1zZWxmIHNlZW1zIHRvIGJlIGEgY2hlbSwgYW5kIGlz
IGEgc2FpbG9yIGFzIHdlbGwuIEpvbmFzIGRvZXMgbm90IHNlZW0gdG8gYmUgaGlzIG9yaWdpbmFs
IG5hbWUsIGJ1dCB0aGUgbmFtZSBvZiB0aGUgc2FpbG9yIHdob3MgYm9keSBoZSBtYWRlIHVzZSBv
ZiwgbXVjaCBhcyBoZSB0b29rIG9uIHRoZSBuYW1lIE1pbGVzIGF0IGEgbGF0ZXIgcG9pbnQuIHpU
aGUgc2FpbG9yIFB1cm5zIG5vdGVzIG9uIHBhZ2UgMjcgdGhhdCB3aGVuIHRoZSBzaGlwIGRvY2tz I
GF0IHBvcnRzIHN1Y2ggYXMgTHVuZSwgdGVuZGVycyBhbmQgbGF1bmNoZXMgY29udmV5IHBlb3
Bs
ZSBmcm9tIHRoZSBzaGlwIHRvIHRoZSBwbGFuZXQuIEl0IGNvdWxkIGJlIG9uZSBvZiB0aGVzZSBs
YXVuY2hlcyB0aGF0IGNyYXNoZWQgd2l0aCBKb25hcyBvbiBib2FyZC4gVGhlIGJpZ2dlc3QgZXhh
bXBsZSBpbiBVb3ROUyBpcyB0aGUgcGVyc29uIG9mIFNpZGVyb3MuIE9uIHBhZ2UgMzMsIHRoZSBI
aWVyb2R1bGUgT3NzaXBhZ28gbm90ZXMgdGhhdCB0aGUgbmFtZSAnU2lkZXJvcycgbWVhbnMgJ
2ly b24nLCB3aGljaCBmdWxmaWxscyB0aGUgbmVlZCBmb3IgYSBtaW5lcmFsIG5hbWUuIE9zc2lw
YWdv
IGhpbXNlbGYgaXMgYSBtYWNoaW5lLCBhcyBTZXZlcmlhbiBndWVzc2VzLiBXaGVuIFNldmVyaWFu
IGVuY291bnRlcnMgdGhlIHdvdW5kZWQgU2lkZXJvcyBvbiBwYWdlcyA1OC01OSwgaGUgcmVwYWl
y cyBTaWRlcm9zIGJ5IHJlc3RvcmVzIGh5ZHJhdWxpYyBwcmVzc3VyZSwgbXVjaCBhcyBJbmN1cyBy
ZXBhaXJzIENvcnBvcmFsIEhhbW1lcnN0b25lKENhbGRlIDUxKS4gSGFtbWVyc3RvbmUncyBjaGVz
dCBjYXZpdHkgZXZlbiBvcGVucyBpbiB0aGUgc2FtZSB3YXkgYXMgU2lkZXJvcycgZG9lcy4gU2lk
ZXJvcyBub3RlcyB0aGF0IGJlaW5ncyBsaWtlIGhpbXNlbGYgd2VyZSBvcmlnaW5hbGx5IGNyZWF0 Z
WQgYXMgcHJvdGVjdGl2ZSBzdWl0cyBhZ2FpbnN0IHRoZSB2YWN1dW0gb2Ygc3BhY2UgKDYwKS
wg
YnV0IGxhdGVyIHRvb2sgb24gc3BlY2lmaWMgcm9sZXMgd2l0aGluIHRoZSBzaGlwLiBPbiBwYWdl I
DExMCwgU2V2ZXJpYW4gc2VlcyAnc2V2ZXJhbCBiZWluZ3Mgb2YgcG9saXNoZWQgbWV0YWwnLC
Bh bmQgU2lkZXJvcyBpcyBvbmUgb2YgdGhvc2UuIElmIENoZW1zIHdlcmUgY3JlYXRlZCBvbiBib2Fy
ZCB0aGUgc2hpcCBhcyBTaWRlcm9zIGNsYWltcywgdGhlbiBmb3IgdGhlbSB0byBiZSBwcmVzZW50
IG9uIHRoZSBTdGFyY3Jvc3NlciB0aGUgdHdvIHNoaXBzIHdvdWxkIGhhdmUgdG8gYmUgb25lIGFu Z
CB0aGUgc2FtZS4gDQogDQpUaGUgbGFzdCBwb2ludCBpcyBhIHJlbWFyayB0aGF0IFNldmVyaWFu
IG1ha2VzIGNvbmNlcm5pbmcgb25lIG9mIHRoZSByb29tcyBpbW1lZGlhdGVseSBiZWxvdyB0aGF0
IGRlY2sgb2YgdGhlIHNoaXAoMTQpLiBIZSBub3RlcyB0aGF0IHJvb20gJ3dvdWxkIGhhdmUgaGVs
ZCBvdXIgTWF0YWNoaW4gVG93ZXInLiBUaGUgdG93ZXJzIG9mIHRoZSBDaXRhZGVsIGluIE5lc3N1
cyBzZWVtIHZlcnkgc2ltaWxhciB0byB3aGF0IHdlIGtub3cgYWJvdXQgdGhlIGxhdW5jaGVzIHVl ZCB0
byBsZWF2ZSB0aGUgV2hvcmwuIFRoaXMgcm9vbSBjb3VsZCB2ZXJ5IHdlbGwgaGF2ZSBiZWVu
IGludGVuZGVkIHRvIGhvbGQgYSBMYXVuY2hlci4NCiANClRoZSBjcmV3IG9mIFNldmVyaWFuJ3Mg c
2hpcCBoYWQgbm8gY29udGFjdCB3aXRoIHRoZSBjYXJnbywgYWNjb3JkaW5nIHRvIEd1bm5pZSwg



YW5kIHRoZSBjYXJnbyBiYXkgY291bGQgZWFzaWx5IGhhdmUgYmVlbiBsYXJnZSBlbm91Z2ggdG8g
aG9sZCB0aGUgV2hvcmwuIFRoZSBwb3dlciBzeXN0ZW1zLCBnb3Zlcm5tZW50LCBhbmQgc28gZ
m9y
dGggY291bGQgaGF2ZSBydW4gb24gdHdvIGNvbXBsZXRlbHkgc2VwYXJhdGUgc3lzdGVtczsgb25l
IGZvciB0aGUgQ2FyZ28gYW5kIG9uZSBmb3IgdGhlIERlY2suIEkgc2VlIG5vdGhpbmcgdGhhdCB3 b
3VsZCBwcmV2ZW50IHRoZSBXaG9ybCBmcm9tIGV4aXN0aW5nIHdpdGhpbiB0aGUgc2hpcC4gSX
Rz IGV2ZW4gcG9zc2libGUgdGhhdCBpdCBubyBsb25nZXIgY2FycmllcyBodW1hbiBjYXJnbyBpbiBT
ZXZlcmlhbidzIGRheS4NCiANCi1Bc2gNCg==

Roy C. Lackey — 14 Aug 2003, 03:51 · follows Ashley Crill
Ashley Crill wrote:
[amid much snippage]

I'm of the opinion that the Starcrosser we see in The Book of the Long Sun
is the same ship as the one upon which Severian sailed to Yesod.<<

Nah. Silk and others from the airship saw the _Whorl_ and the Short Sun of the Blue-Green
system from outside the ship when they visited Mainframe in EXODUS. The colonists saw the
ship as well, from the landers. The _Whorl_ was visible to the naked eye in orbit from Blue,
therefore could not have been contained within another vessel. Tzadkiel's ship, at a comparable
distance, would have blotted out the stars in a big chunk of night sky.

Second, it contains Chems very similar in construction and role to those
found in the Whorl. Jonas himself seems to be a chem, and is a sailor as
well.<<

Sidero and his kind were glorified spacesuits with an attitude. They were hollow, meant to be
worn by men, so they were relatively light of weight. Sev put on Sidero. Jonas was also
lightweight (as Sev noted when he picked him up in the Antechamber), but was not large
enough for a man to climb inside. Chems are an entirely different kind of machine. They have
an access plate in their torsos, but are not hollow. They are also very, very heavy (particularly
the males), as Crane noted in chapter 12 of LAKE: "Lemur there weighs four times as much as
you and me together."

-Roy


