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Ashley Crill — 13 Aug 2003, 04:07

VGhlcmVzIGEgdGhlb3J5IEkndmUgYmVIbiB3b3JraW5nIGOuIHRoYXQgSSB0aG91Z2h0IEknZCBz
aGFyZSB3aXRolHR0ZSBsaXNOLiBUbyBzZXQgdGhIIHNOYWdIIGZvciBpdCwgSSdsbCBnaXZIIGEg
cXVvdGUgYnkgU21kZXJvIGIuIHR0oZSBVcnRolIG9MIHR0ZSBOZXcgU3VuOiAiV2Ugc2FpbCBpbiBh b
mQgb3V0OIGIMIFRpbWUsIHRoZW4gYmFjayBhZ2Fpbi4gVGhlcmUgaXMgb25seSBvbmUgc2hpcCw
g dGhlIIGNhcHRhaW4gc2F5cy4gQWxsIHR0oZSBzaGlwcyB3ZSBoYWIsIG)IdHAIZW4gdGhllIGdhbGF4
aWVzIG9yIHR0ZSBzdW5zIGFyZSB0aGlzIHNoaXAulgOKIAOKSSdtIGO9mMIHR0oZSBvcGluaW9ulHRo
YXQgdGhIIFNOYXJjcm9zc2VyIHdIIHNIZSBpbiBUaGUgQm9vayBvZiB0aGUgTG9uZyBTdW4gaXMg
dGhlIHNhbWUgc2hpcCBhcyB0aGUgb25IIHVwb24gd2hpY2ggU2V2ZX)pYW4gc2FpbGVKIHRVIFII
c29kLiBUaGVyZSBhcmUgc2V2ZXJhbCBwYXNzYWdIlcyBpbiBVcnRolGIMIHR0ZSBOZXcgU3VulHRo
YXQgc2VIbSBObyBnaXZIIGNyZWRIbmNIIHRvIHRoaXMgdGhlb3)5IHRoYXQgSSdklGxpa2UgdG8g
ZGlzY3Vzcy4NCiANCihhbGwgdGhlIGZvbGxvd2luZyB1bnNwZWNpZmlIZCBwYWAIIH)IZmVyZWS5j
ZXMgYX]JlIIGZyb20gVX]J0aCkNCkZpcnNOIGIzIHR0ZSBzaXpllGO9mMIHR0ZSBzaGIwLiBHdW5uaWUg
bm90ZXMgb24gcGFnZSAXOSB0aGFOIHR0ZSBzaGlwiGhhcyBzZXZIbiBzaWRIcy4gVGhpcyB3b3Vs
ZCB3b3JrIHdIbGwgd210aCB0aGUgaWRIYSBOaGFOIHRoZSBpbnRIcmlvciBjYXJnbyBiYXkgaXMg
YSBnaWFudCBjeWxpbmRIciB3aGljaCBjb3VsZCBob3VzZSB0aGUgbG9uZyBzdW4ulFNoZSBhbHNv
IG1ha2VzIHNIdmVyYWwgY29tbWVudHMgYWJvdXQgdGhlIHZhc3Qgc216ZSBvZiBOaGUgc2hpcCw
g
YW5KIHR0ZSBmMYWNOIHRoYXQgb25IIGNvdWxkIGJIIGxvc3QgaW4gaXQgZm9yZXZlci4gU2hlIGFs
€28gbm90ZXMgdGhhdCB0aGUgY3JldyBoYXMgbm8gaWRIYSB3aGFOIHR0ZSBjYX]nbyBjb25zaXN0
cyBvZiwgc2luY2UgdGhleSBhcmUgc2VwYXJhdGVkIGZyb20gaXQuIEQuIHBhZ2UgMTAzLCBTZXZI
cmlhbiBtYWtlcyBhIGNvbXBhcmIzb24gYmV0d2VIbiBOaGUgdXBwZX]Jtb3NOIHNhaWwgb24gaGlz
IGRIY2sgYW5kIHR0ZSBjdXJOYWIulHdhbGwgdGhhdCBzdX]yb3VuZHMgTmVzc3VzLiBIZSBpcyBs
aWtlbHkgYmVpbmcgcG9ldGIjLCBidXQgdGhlIGZhY3QgdGhhdCBoZSBjb21wYX]lcyBOaGUgc2Fp b
CBObyB0aGUgd2FsbCBhcyBhIGNvbnRpbmVudCBpcyBjb21wYX]IZCBObyBhIHNoZWVwZm9sZCB
n
aXZlcyBlcyBhbiBpbmRpY2F0aW9ulG9mIHR0oZSBodWdIIHNpemUgb2YgdGhlIHNhaWxzLiBGcm9t
IHROZXNIIHJIZmVyZW5jZXMgd2UgY2FulGNvbmx1ZGUgdGhhdCB0aGUgc2hpcCBpcyBIYXNpbHk
g bGFyZz2UgZW5vdWdolHRvIGNvbnRhaW4gYW4gYX]J0aWZpY2lhbCB3b3)sZCBzdWNolGFzIHRoZ
SBX aG9ybC4ANCIiANCINIY29uZCwgaXQgY29udGFpbnMgQ2hlbXMgdmVyeSBzaW1pbGFylGlulGN
vbnNO ¢cnVjdGlvbiBhbmQgcm9sZSB0byB0aG9zZSBmb3VuzZCBpbiBOaGUgV2hvecmwulEpvbmFzI
GhpbXNI bGYgc2VIbXMgdG8gYmUQgYSBjaGVtLCBhbmQgaXMgYSBzYWIsb3IgYXMgd2VsbC4gSm9
uYXMgZGol
cyBub3Qgc2VIbSBObyBiZSBoaXMgb3]pZ2luYWwgbmFtZSwgYnVOIHRoZSBuYW1lIGO9mMIHR0ZSBz
YWIsb3Igd2hvcyBib2R51GhIIG1hZGUgdXNIIGOMLCBtdWNoIGFzIGhIIHRvb2sgb24g9dGhlIG5h bWU
gTWIsZXMgYXQgYSBsYXRIciBwb2ludC4gelRoZSBzYWIsb3IgUHVybnMgbm90ZXMgb24gcGFn ZS
AyNyB0aGFOIHdoZW4gdGhlIHNoaXAgZG9ja3MgYXQgcG9ydHMgc3VjaCBhcyBMdWS5ILCBOZW5k
ZX)zIGFUZCBsYXVuY2hlcyBjb252ZXkgcGVvcGxIIGZyb20gdGhlIHNoaXAgdG8gdGhIIHBsYWS5SI
dC4g5SXQgY291bGQgYmUgb2511GIMIHR0ZXNIIGxhdW5jaGVzIHRoYXQgY3Jhc2hlZCB3aXRolEpv
bmFzIG9ulGJvYXJkLiBUaGUgYmInZ2VzdCBleGFtcGxIIGIulFVVdE5STIGIzZIHR0oZSBwZX)zb24g
b2YgU21kZXJvcy4gT24gcGFnZSAzMywgdGhllIEhpZXJvZHVsZSBPc3NpcGFnbyBub3RIcyB0aGFO
IHR0ZSBuYW1IlICdTaWRIcm9z]yBtZWFucyAnaX]vbicsIHdoaWNolGZ1bGZpbGxzIHRoZSBUZWVk
IGZvciBhIG1pbmVyYWwgbmFtZS4gT3NzaXBhZ28gaGltc2VsZiBpcyBhlG1hY2hpbmUsIGFzIFNI d



mVyaWFulGd1ZXNzZXMulFdoZW4gU2V2ZX]JpYW4gZW5jb3VudGVycyB0aGUgd291bmRIZCBTa
WRI
cm9zIG9ulHBhZ2VzIDU4LTU5LCB0ZSByZXBhaX)zIFNpZGVyb3MgYnkgcmVzdG9yZXMgaHIlkecmF1
bGljIHByZXNzdX]ILCBtdWNoIGFzIEluY3VzIH]IcGFpcnMgQ29ycG9yYWwgSGFtbWVyc3RvbmUo
Q2FsZGUgNTEpLiBIYW1tZX]zdG9uZSdzIGNoZXNOIGNhdmI0eSBlIdmVulGO9wZW5zIGlulIHR0ZSBz
YW1IIHdheSBhcyBTaWRIcm9zJyBkb2VzLiBTaWRIcm9zIG5vdGVzIHRoYXQgYmVpbmdzIiGxpa2Ug
aGltc2VszZiB3zZX]JIIG9yaWdpbmFsbHkgY3JIYXRIZCBhcyBwcm90ZWNOaXZIIHN1aXRzIGFnYWIu
¢3QgdGhlIHZhY3V1bSBvZiBzcGFjZSAoNjApLCBidXQgbGF0ZXlgdG9vayBvbiBzcGVjaWZpYyBy
b2xlcyB3aXRoaW4gdGhlIHNoaXAulEQuUIHBhZ2UgMTEwWLCBTZXZIcmlhbiBzZWVzICdzZXZIcmFs
IG)laW5ncyBvZiBwb2xpc2hlZCBtZXRhbCcsIGFuZCBTaWRIcm9zIGIzIG9uZSBvZiB0aG9zZS4g
SWYgQ2hlbXMgd2VyZSBjcmVhdGVkIGOulGJvYX]kIHR0ZSBzaGIwIGFzIFNpZGVyb3MgY2xhaW1lz
LCBOaGVulGZvciBOaGVtIHRVIGJIIHBYZXNIbnQgb24gdGhIIFNOYX]jcm9zc2VylIHR0ZSB0d28g c2hp
cHMgd291bGQgaGF2ZSB0byBiZSBvbmUgYW5kIHR0ZSBzYW1ILIANCIANCIR0ZSBsYXNOIHBvV
aW50IGIzIGEgecmVtYXJriIHRoYXQQU2V2ZX]pYW4gbWFrZXMgY29uY2VybmluZyBvbmUgb2YgdGhl
IHJvb21zIGItbWVkaWF0ZWx51GJIbG93IHR0oYXQgZGVjayBvZiB0aGUgc2hpcCgxNCkulEhIIG5v
dGVzIHRoYXQgcm9vbSANd291bGQgaGF2ZSBoZWxkIG91ciBNYXRhY2hpbiBUb3dlciculFRoZSBO
b3dlcnMgb2YgdGhlIENpdGFkZWwgaW4gTmVzc3VzIHNIZW0gdmVyeSBzaW1pbGFylHRvIHdoYX
Qg d2Uga25vdyBhYm91dCB0aGUgbGF1bmNoZXMgdWVKIHRVIGXIYXZIIHRoZSBXaG9ybC4gVGh
pcyBy
b29tIGNvdWxkIHZIcnkgd2VsbCBoYXZIIG)IZW49aW50ZW5kZWQgdG8gaG9sZCBhIExhdW5jaGVy
LgOKIAOKVGhIIGNYyZXcgb2YgU2V2ZX]pYW4ncyBzaGlwIGhhZCBubyBjb250YWNOIHdpdGggdGhl |
GNhcmdvLCBhY2NvemRpbmcgdG8gR3VubmlIILCBhbmQgdGhlIIGNhecmdvIiGJheSBjb3VsZCBIYXNp
bHkgaGF2ZSBiZWVulGxhcmdllGVub3VnaCBObyBob2xklIHR0oZSBXaG9ybC4gVGhlIHBvd2VyIHN5
Cc3RIbXMslIGdvdmVybm1lbnQsIGFuZCBzbyBmb3J0aCBjb3VsZCBoYXZIIH)1biBvbiB0d28gY29t cGx
[dGVseSBzZXBhcmF0ZSBzeXN0ZW1zOyBvbmUgZm9yIlHR0oZSBDYXJnbyBhbmQgb2511GZvciBO
aGUgRGVjay4gSSBzZWUgbm90aGluZyB0aGFOIHdvdWxkIHByZXZIbnQgdGhllIFdob3)sIGZyb20g
ZXhpc3Rpbmcgd2l0aGlulHR0oZSBzaGlwLiBJdHMgZXZIbiBwb3NzaW]sZSB0aGFOIGIOIG5vIGxv
bmdIciBjYX]yaWVzIGh1bWFulGNhcmdvIGIulFNIdmVyaWFu)3MgZGF5Lg0KIAOKLUFzaAOK

James Wynn — 13 Aug 2003, 15:04 - follows Ashley Crill

Ash quoted:
"There is only one ship, the captain says. All the ships we hail between the galaxies or the suns
are this ship."

Crush responds:
Nice attempt. The bit about "only one ship" is a good arguement, but IMO there is at least an
equally compelling arguement against it: The Whorl is breaking down.

Silk mentions the breaking shiprock that was supposed to last until the end of the Whorl. Well
the Whorl was in orbit around Blue and Green for some 30 years before the colonists started to
leave, and since the shiprock is deteriorating, and since the Whorl stayed in orbit for another
307 years after the colonists began to depart, it suggests that the Whorl was intended for a one
way trip.

Also, the Whorl was built by Typhon. Could Severian's ship have been?

Your theory does, however, make me wonder about what the Whorl technicians thought what
was to ultimately to become of them.

Ash says:

...it contains Chems very similar in construction and role to those found in the Whorl. Jonas
himself seems to be a chem, and is a sailor as well. Jonas does not seem to be his original
name, but the name of the sailor whos body he made use of, much as he took on the name



Miles at a later point.

Crush responds:

Well, Jonas is a different kind of chem than Marble. All the chems are very heavy (Sand is
"five-hundred weight" and Marble is too heavy for Silk to lift) but when Severian picked up Jonas
he was surprised to discover how light he was. While the story reiterates two or three times how
light Hyacinth is and | think there's something to *that*, it is clear that Jonas is a different kind
of chem from the standard chems of the Whorl. Mind, | believe Jonas' light weight does work
into the Long Sun plot.

Nevertheless, IIRC it was Miles who was the human body that Jonas took on -- a
whole-body-prosthesis for a robot, just as the Ayuntamiento took chems as whole-body
prosthesises. Jonas was all artificial, and Jonas is not a mineral (I don't think).

Ash argues:

...the name 'Sideros' means 'iron', which fulfills the need for a mineral name. Ossipago himself
is @ machine...Sideros notes that beings like himself were originally created as protective suits
against the vacuum of space, but later took on specific roles within the ship...Severian sees
'several beings of polished metal’, and Sideros is one of those. If Chems were created on board
the ship as Sideros claims, then for them to be present on the Starcrosser the two ships would
have to be one and the same.

Crush responds:
Once again, while Sideros uses the same naming convention as the Whorl, his origin is more like
that of a talos than a chem. And | don't think there is any mention of names.

Kypis notes that she was familiar with "robots" on Urth; further evidence that the origin of the
chems is Urth-born not shipborn.

Finally, Ossipago and her comrades are not named after minerals, but after gods.

The only way | can think to salvage this theory is to say that Severian's ship was *first* the
Whorl, retrofitted over time to eventually become Severian's ship. In that case, the time-line
problems disappear and all the problems in technology can be explained by the passage of
time. This is a less elegant solution than you were looking for since it doesn't explain "the
cargo". But IMO it resolves some nasty snharls.

-- Crush

Ashley Crill — 13 Aug 2003, 22:46 - follows James Wynn

SXQgc2VIbXMgdGhhdCBteSBsYXNOIHBvc3QgZ290IHNjcmFtYmxIZCwgZm9ylHdoaWNolEkgYXBv
bG9naXplLiBIZX]IIGIOIGIzZIGFNYWIuOgOKDQpUaGVyZXMgYSB0aGVvcnkgSSd2ZSBiZWVulHdv
cmtpbmcgb24gdGhhdCBJIHRob3VnaHQgSSdkIHNoYX]IIHdpdGggdGhllGxpc3QulFRVIHNIACBO
aGUgc3RhZ2UgZm9yIGIOLCBJ)2xsIGdpdmUgYSBxdW90ZSBieSBTaWRIcm8gaW4gdGhlIFVydGgg
b2YgdGhlIE51dyBTdW46ICJXZSBzYWIsIGIulGFuZCBvdXQgb2YgVGItZSwgdGhlbiBiYWNrIGFn
YWIuLiBUaGVyZSBpcyBvbmx5IG9uZSBzaGIwLCB0aGUgY2FwdGFpbiBzYXIzLiBBbGwgdGhlIHNo
aXBzIHdIIGhhaWwgYmV0d2VIbiB0aGUgZ2FsYXhpZXMgb3lgdGhlIHN1bnMgYX]JlIIHRoaXMgc2hp
cC4iDQoNCkknbSBvZiBOaGUgb3BpbmIvbiBOaGFOIHR0oZSBTdGFyY3)vc3NIciB3ZSBzZWUgaW4g
VGhlIEJvb2sgb2YgdGhllExvbmcgU3VulGIzIHRoZSBzYW1IlIHNoaXAgYXMgdGhllIG9uZSB1cG9u IHd
oaWNolFNIdmVyaWFulHNhaWxIZCBObyBZZXNvZC4gVGhlcmUgYXJIIHNIdmVyYWwgcGFzc2Fn Z
XMgaW4gVXJ0aCBvZiB0aGUgTmMV3IFN1biBOaGFOIHNIZW0gdG89gZ212ZSBjcmVkZW5jZSB0ObyBO
aGlzIHRoZW9yeSB0aGFOIEknZCBsaWtIIHRVIGRpc2N1c3MuDQogDQooYWxsIHRoZSBmb2xsb3dp
bmcgdW5zcGVjaWZpZWQgcGFnZSByZWZIcmVuY2VzIGFyZSBmcm9tiIFVydGgpDQpGaX)zdCBpc



yBO
aGUgc216ZSBvZiB0aGUgc2hpcC4gR3VubmlliG5vdGVzIG9ulHBhZ2UgMTkgdGhhdCB0aGUgc2hp
cCBoYXMgc2V2ZW4gc2lkZXMulFRoaXMgd291bGQgd29yayB3ZWxsIHdpdGggdGhlIGIkZWEgdGh
h dCB0aGUgaW50ZX]pb3lgY2FyZ28gYmF5IGIzIGEgZ2lhbnQgY3lsaW5kZXlgd2hpY2ggY291bGQg
aG91c2UgdGhliGxvbmcgc3VuLiBTaGUgYWxzbyBtYWtlcyBzZXZlcmFsIGNvbW1IbnRzIGFib3V0
IHRoZSB2YXNOIHNpemUgb2YgdGhlIHNoaXAsIGFuZCB0aGUgZmFjdCB0aGFOIG9uZSBjb3VsZCBi
ZSBsb3NO0IGIulGIOIGZvemV2ZXIulFNoZSBhbHNvIG5vdGVzIHRoYXQgdGhlIGNyZXcgaGFzIG5v
IGIkZWEgd2hhdCB0aGUQgY2FyZ28gY29uc2lzdHMgb2YsIHNpbmNIIHRoZXkgYX]JIIHNIcGFyYXRI
ZCBmcm9tIGIOLiBPbiBwYWdIIDEwWMywgU2V2ZX]pYW4gbWFrZXMgYSBjb21wYX]pc29ulGjldHdI
ZW4gdGhlIHVwcGVybW9zdCBzYWIsIG9ulGhpcyBkZWNriIGFuZCB0aGUgY3VydGFpbiB3YWxsIHRo
YXQgc3Vycm91lbmRzIE5Ic3N1cy4gSGUgaXMgbGIrZWx51G)laW5nIHBVvZXRpYywgYnVOIHR0ZSB
m YWNOIHRoYXQgaGUgY29tcGFyZXMgdGhlIHNhaWwgdG8gdGhlIHdhbGwgYXMgYSBjb250aW5I
bnQg aXMgY29tcGFyZWQgdG8gYSBzaGVIcGZvbGQgZ212ZXMgdXMgYW4gaW5kaWNhdGlvbiBv
ZiB0aGUg
aHVNZSBzaXpllIG9MIHR0ZSBzYWIscy4gRn)vbSB0aGVzZSByZWZIlcmVuY2VzIHdIIGNhbiBjb25s
dWRIIHRoYXQgdGhlIHNoaXAgaXMgZWFzaWx5IGxhcmdliIGVub3VnaCBObyBjb250YWIulGFulGFy
dGImaWNpYWwgd29ybGQgc3VjaCBhcyB0aGUgV2hvemwuDQogDQpTZWNvbmQsIGIOIGNvbnRh
aW5z
IENoZW1zIHZlcnkgc2ltaWxhciBpbiBjb25zdH)1Y3Rpb24gYWS5kIHJvbGUgdG8gdGhvc2UgZm91l
bmQgaW4gdGhliIFdob3)sLiBKb25hcyBoaW1zZWxmIHNIZW1zIHRVIGJIIGEQY2hlbSwgYW5kIGIz
IGEgCc2FpbG9yIGFzIHdIbGwulEpvbmFzIGRVvZXMgbm90IHNIZW0gdG8gYmUgaGlzIG9yaWdpbmFs
IG5hbWUsIGJ1dCB0aGUgbmFtZSBvZiB0aGUgc2FpbG9ylHdob3MgYm9keSBoZSBtYWRIIHVzZSBv
ZiwgbXVjaCBhcyBoZSB0b29rIGOuIHR0ZSBUYW1IIE1pbGVzIGFOIGEgbGF0ZXIgcG9pbnQuliHpU
aGUQgc2FpbG9yIFB1cm5zIG5vdGVzIGOuIHBhZ2UgMjcgdGhhdCB3aGVulHRoZSBzaGIwIGRvY2tz |
GFOIHBvcnRzIHN1Y2ggYXMgTHVuUZSwgdGVuZGVycyBhbmQgbGF1bmNoZXMgY29udmV5IHBIb3
Bs
ZSBmcm9tIHR0ZSBzaGIlwIHRVIHR0ZSBwbGFuZXQuIEIOIGNvdWxKIGJIIGO9uZSBvZiB0aGVzZSBs
YXVuY2hlcyBOaGFOIGNYYXNoZWQgd2l0aCBKb25hcyBvbiBib2FyZC4gVGhlIG)pZ2dic3QgZXhh
bXBsZSBpbiBVb3ROUyBpcyB0aGUgcGVyc29ulGImIFNpZGVyb3MulE9uIHBhZ2UgMzMsIHRoZSBI
aWVyb2R1bGUgT3NzaXBhZ28gbm90ZXMgdGhhdCB0aGUgbmFtZSAnU2lkZX]JvcycgbWVhbnMg)
2ly b24nLCB3aGljaCBmdWxmaWxscyB0aGUgbmVIZCBmb3lgYSBtaW5IlcmFsIG5hbWUUIE9zc2Iw
YWdv
IGhpbXNIbGYgaXMgYSBtYWNoaW5ILCBhcyBTZXZIcmlhbiBndWVzc2VzLiBXaGVulFNIdmVyaWFu
IGVUY291bnRIcnMgdGhlIHdvdW5kZWQgU2IkZXJvcyBvbiBwYWdlcyA1OC010SwgaGUgcmVwYWI
y cyBTaWRIcm9zIG)5IHJIc3RvecmVzIGh5ZHJhdWxpYyBwcmVzc3VyZSwgbXVjaCBhcyBJbmN1cyBy
ZXBhaX]zIENvcnBvcmFsIEhhbW1IcnNOb25IKENhbGRIIDUXxKS4gSGFtbWVyc3RvbmUncyBjaGVz
dCBjYXZpdHkgZXZIbiBvcGVucyBpbiB0aGUgc2FtZSB3YXkgYXMgU2lkZX)vcycgZG9lcydgU2lk
ZXJvcyBub3RIlcyB0aGFO0IGJlaW5ncyBsaWtlIGhpbXNIbGYgd2VyZSBvcmInaW5hbGx5IGNyZWF0 Z
WQgYXMgcHJvdGVjdGI2ZSBzdWI0cyBhZ2FpbnNOIHR0ZSB2YWN1dWO0gb2Ygc3BhY2UgKDYwKS
wg
YnV0IGxhdGVylHRvb2sgb24gc3BIY2ImaWMgcm9sZXMgd210aGlulHRoZSBzaGIwLiBPbiBwYWdI |
DExXMCwgU2V2ZX]pYW4gc2VIcyAnc2V2ZXJhbCBiZzWIluZ3Mgb2YgcG9saXNoZWQgbWVOYWwnLC
Bh bmQgU2lkzX]JvcyBpcyBvbmUgb2YgdGhvc2UUIEImMIENoZW1zIHdIcmUQgY3JIYXRIZCBvbiBib2Fy
ZCB0aGUgc2hpcCBhcyBTaWRIcm9zIGNsYWItcywgdGhlbiBmb3lgdGhlbSBObyBiZSBwecmVzZW50
IGO9UIHR0ZSBTdGFyY3)vc3NIciBOaGUgdHdvIHNoaXBzIHdvdWxklIGhhdmUgdG8gYmUgb251IGFu Z
CB0aGUgc2FtZS4gDQogDQpUaGUgbGFzdCBwb2ludCBpcyBhIH]JIbWFyayB0aGFOIFNIdmVyaWFu
IG1ha2VzIGNvbmNIcm5pbmcgb251IGO9mMIHR0ZSByb29tcyBpbW1IZGlhdGVseSBiZWxvdyB0aGFO
IGRIY2sgb2YgdGhlIHNoaXAoMTQpLiBIZSBub3RIlcyB0aGFOIH)vb20g)3dvdWxklIGhhdmUgaGVs
ZCBvdXIgTWFOYWNoaW4gVG93ZXInLiBUaGUgdG93ZX]JzIGO9MIHR0ZSBDaXRhZGVsIGIUIESIc3N1
cyBzZWVtIHZIcnkgc2ltaWxhciBObyB3aGFOIHdIIGtub3cgYW)vdXQgdGhliIGxhdW5jaGVzIHVI ZCBO
byBsZWF2ZSB0aGUgV2hvcmwulFRoaXMgcm9vbSBjb3VsZCB2ZX)5IHdIbGwgaGF2ZSBiZWVu
IGludGVUZGVKIHRVIGhvbGQgYSBMYXVuY2hIci4NCiANCIR0ZSBjcmV3IGImIFNIdmVyaWFu)3Mg ¢
2hpcCBoYWQgbm8gY29udGFjdCB3aXRolHRoZSBjYXJnbywgYWNjb3JkaW5nIHRvVIEd1bm5pZSwg



YWS5KIHR0ZSBjYX)nbyBiYXkgY291bGQgZWFzaWx5IGhhdmUgYmVIbiBsYXJnZSBIbm9172ggdG8g
aG9sZCB0aGUgV2hvemwulFRoZSBwb3dIciBzeXNOZW1zLCBnb3ZIcm5tZW50LCBhbmQgc28gZ
m9y
dGggY291bGQgaGF2ZSBydW4gb24gdHdvIGNvbXBsZXRIbHkgc2VwYX]hdGUgc3lzdGVtczsgb25l
IGZvciB0aGUgQ2FyZ28gYW5kIGOuZSBmb3lgdGhlIERIY2sulEkgc2VIIG5vdGhpbmcgdGhhdCB3 b
3VsZCBwcmV2ZW50IHR0ZSBXaG9ybCBmMcm9tiIGV4aXN0aW5nIHdpdGhpbiBOaGUgc2hpcC4gSX
Rz IGV2ZW4gcG9zc2libGUgdGhhdCBpdCBubyBsb25nZXIgY2FycmllcyBodW1hbiBjYXJnbyBpbiBT
ZXZlcmlhbidzIGRheS4NCiANCi1lBc2gNCg==

Roy C. Lackey — 14 Aug 2003, 03:51 - follows Ashley Crill

Ashley Crill wrote:
[amid much snippage]

I'm of the opinion that the Starcrosser we see in The Book of the Long Sun
is the same ship as the one upon which Severian sailed to Yesod.<<

Nah. Silk and others from the airship saw the Whorl_and the Short Sun of the Blue-Green
system from outside the ship when they visited Mainframe in EXODUS. The colonists saw the
ship as well, from the landers. The Whorl_was visible to the naked eye in orbit from Blue,
therefore could not have been contained within another vessel. Tzadkiel's ship, at a comparable
distance, would have blotted out the stars in a big chunk of night sky.

Second, it contains Chems very similar in construction and role to those
found in the Whorl. Jonas himself seems to be a chem, and is a sailor as
well.<<

Sidero and his kind were glorified spacesuits with an attitude. They were hollow, meant to be
worn by men, so they were relatively light of weight. Sev put on Sidero. Jonas was also
lightweight (as Sev noted when he picked him up in the Antechamber), but was not large
enough for a man to climb inside. Chems are an entirely different kind of machine. They have
an access plate in their torsos, but are not hollow. They are also very, very heavy (particularly
the males), as Crane noted in chapter 12 of LAKE: "Lemur there weighs four times as much as
you and me together."

-Roy



