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In "Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance", one of the versions of the narrator is Phaedrus.
If | recall correctly, Phaedrus is a child of Apollo by a mortal woman, who begged his father to
allow him to drive the chariot of the sun. He could not control the horses and eventually was
thrown out over the sea, fell and drowned.

"Zen" is the story of a man who dove into pre-Socratic philosophy, and went mad (the causitive
implication is there in the book). He got electroshock therapy as a result of which the previous
personality effectively died and a new personality (the narrator) was born. The new personality
named the old one Phaedrus.

It's quite likely that Wolfe read "Zen", and pretty much certain that he knows the Greek myth.
Would not "Phaedria" be the feminine form?

-John



